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PLACTISES IN FEDERAL RENT CONTROL / 


De ete RP ee eae 


Daniel D, Gage and Wilbur J. Falloon 
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Tho last issue of the Oregon Businoss Revicw reported on the theory of 
‘eral Rent Control, The present article is a discussion of the operation of 
‘trent phase of the Emergency Price Control Act of 1942, and of some practices 
‘x determinations of the Portland-Vancouver Defense-Rental Office, 
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_* This is the second of two articles on rent control , the first appeared in the 
‘rch issue of tho Roview.: Dr. Gage, now Portland district ront officer, Office 
¢f Prico Administration, is on leave from the School of Business Administration, 

' ‘hiversity of Oregon, where he is associate professor specializing in real - ° 
estate, lir, Falloon, rent examiner for the Portland-Vancouver Defense-Rental 
' 4drea is on leave from Robert H. Strong and Associates, property managers, 
\ fortland, Oregon, 
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pegistration, Every landlord of a rental housing unit (including houses, 

yurtrents, hotels, rooms in private homes, tourist camps, trailer spaces, etc.) 
+s required to register each mit within a designated time at the Area Rent 
t;4c0, On this certificate of registration he states the address of the accom- 

«Antion, the particular designation of the unit, the number of services and the 
jab enon furnished, and the rent on March 1, 1942 or, if not rented on that date, 
«4 lost rent received in the two months prior thereto, If certain additional 
swioment or major capital improvements have been mado since March 1, 1942, and 
ein to July 1, 1942, there is a placo on the registration for this to be indi- 
«tid, This cortificate is made out in triplicate and signed by the owner or 
stg duly authorized agent, 
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fhe staff in the Area Rent Office then odits and processes these rogistra- 
‘img to sce if they aro complete and in order, If thoy are, the approval date 
i stamped, tho duplicate copy mailed to tho landlord, and the triplicate mailed 
+: the tonant. The original is kept in the Aroa Ront Office and sorves as the 
s-si¢ for ony futuro reference should a caso of adjustment or violation occur, 


On proportics not rented botween Jenuary 1, 1942 and March 1, 1942, inclu} 
siz72, but rented thereafter, tho owncr is permitted to sct down tho first rent 
recsoivod, which tomporarily becomes the waximum rent, subjcot to approval or 
sssaeo by the arca rent diroctor, These cases may be examined eithor upon 
sssant's petition for a reduction in rent or upon the rent director's initiative, 
t; the rent set by the landlord appears to be within the limits of rent for 
:ararable housing, accommodations, it is approved, If not approved, the property 
is inspected and a new rent determined. An order is proposed reducing the rent 
‘4a comparable rent as of March 1, 1942, and the landlord is given opportunity 
2 object. Unless the objection shows additional persuasive evidence contrary to 
‘ss findings of the director, a final ordor is issued setting a rent which becomes 
sto legal maximum for that housing accommodation, 
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Adjustment Features. Rentals in force on the freeze date are subject to a 
Sango upward within tho limits of two genoral categories: 


or 
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(1) Whero something of substantial value has been added to reflect a real 
ttiforeonce in rental by woy of improvements, changes, or services. 
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(2) Where through obligation to the tenant, whether written or by spécial 
‘sintionship, the owner or landlord was precluded from adjusting the rent level 
= or before the "freeze date", — 
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In tho Portland-Vancouvor Defense-Rontal Area there was a four-month pcriod 
‘Son the "freeze date", March 1, 1942, and "the offcctive date", July 1, 1942, 
thin which some adjustments in rental could be made on the registration certi- 
‘cite subject to the approval of the district rent director, These were: 

4) change from unfurnished to furnished or vice versa; (2) change by reason of 
e aor capital improvement as distinguished from ordinary repair and maintenance, 
iil other rent adjustments in dwelling mits for allowable reasons can be ac- 
ayereny only through a petition to the rent director, The petition sets forth 
“2 facts upon which claim for adjustment is made and is a request for the 
‘Sorence in rental due to such chango, 
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Potitions are entertained for a change in rental due to a decroase in the 
“mieo rurmnished with the dwelling unit. No substantial decrease in the quality 
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i guntity of such service may be made uless and until allowed by the director 
negsth petition. Generally this type of petition is judged on the basis of 
pether or not the tenant could procure such services directly from another source 
4 the landlord, ivhen this is possible, the reduction is allowed and the moxi- 
rent is lowered by the difference in rental value as of March 1, 1942, The 
+03 of unit generally affected would be those furnishing a number of tenant 
yrvices, OS an apartment building. It would not be reasonable to request the 
vseqntinuance of central heating or refrigeration plants as in most cases there 
19 29 availablo substitute for such service comnensurate to the cost borne by the 
seas through existing facilitios. On a change of tonancy, reduction in sorvice 
«39 made without oonsent' of the rent director, but must bo rcported within a 


$3 sired tine; if these reductions are substantial, they will ae in an order 
engsing the maximun rent, 


There is a small waived of circumstances arising where facts are unknown, in 
inbt, or in dispute concerning the maximum rent of a dwelling wit on the maximun- 
= date. It is then the duty of the director to proceed on his own initiative 

+: bring to light such facts through investigation and to establish his findings 
yy order, In some cases, the final determination can only be made with refer- 
weg to the rent of comparable dwelling units on the maximun-rent "freeze date." 





Roquirements of Petitions, In each case of requested adjustment on allow- 
“ts frounds, substantial change must be shown. It would be practically im- 
ussible, for example, to deteri:ino a rent differonce due to a change from ten- 
pegeold light fixtures in a dwelling to modorn new ones, if that were the only 


syago made, There is no provision for added oxpenses of operation or taxes as 
w allowable reason for rent increase, 





Under rent control major capital improvements, alterations, betterments to 
‘4 croperty, repairs, etc, are understood much as they were before. Repairs 
1.3 renewals certainly would be made in order to prevent a deterioration of the 
‘rtleal property, sustain its ordinary span of life, and maintain its rental 


eylay, Rehabilitation of a building through a capital improvemefit can, and 


“ually does, restore the property to its former earning capacity and extends 

‘#t ssoful life, If such change is made to create a measurably hirher-priced 
tal unit in comparison with similar ones in the area as of the freeze date, a 
“xt increase is justified and may be allowed. The variety and degree of 


anges of this kind are many and must be judged by the result regardless of - 


*t3 snount of money expended in its accomplishment, 
There are a few instances, as has always been the case, where money expended 

‘A csoital improvements and betterments does not result in increased rental in 

ipertion to the cost, For example, a reconstruction in a $25 rental house of 

‘ sethroom with full-tile floor, walls, tub, and extra glassed-in shower would 

‘+ result in the same increase in rental value as it would in a home in a higher 

~*-al bracket, although there could be no question about its inoreased desira- 


idly, It would be an overimprovement, as surely so as would a $12,000 dwoll- 
“g {na $4,000 neighborhood. 


Measure of Rent Differences, The measure of increase over the amount hereto- 
“tt got as the maximum logal rent is tho difference in rental value (on March 1, 
om standards) brought about by substantial improvements, In oases involving 

‘sf capital improvements and increases in services after the "effeotive date", 
“# Question to be resolved is, "What would have been the increase in rental 
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-¢ of this housing unit on the freeze date had the substantial changes been 
tet -ren?" The measure of deteriorated properties since the freeze date is the 


,wepzo Of the above. 

(4 all petitions where through obligation by agreement with the tenants 
sag leases, family relationship, etc.) the owmer was prevented from adjust- 
, +9 ront prior to the freeze date, the question is, "What was the rental 
1.4 of comparable housing accommodations on the freeze date?" In these cases 
, sictantial difference must be evident. A lease in effect on or before March 1, 
‘at for one or more years could, and does in a great many cases, vrovide for a 
at rent thon if such a lease had not been in existence and the ovmer were 
‘sud to adjust the rent in accordance with the market, Bocause of normal 
. sitions in rents for comparable accommodations, anything under a 10 per cent 
+s cannot be called substantial in the lower-priced brackets, and the per- 
-%sr9 would differ only slightly in the range upward to the highest ront-value 
rts, In cases of lower rent because of blood or special-relationship arrange- 
«gs betveen ownor and tonant, tho porceontage of difference must be greater than 
s tpase cases. It would not be true that the rent was "materially affected" 
rr golationship to a son or daughter if it was $45.00 4 month when the full value 


738 only 550,00, 


Conparison Data. In the Portland-Vancouver Rental Area, a thorough study 
+ genta) values on properties rented on the "freeze date" was made, using ell 
5 data in the registration file--a sizable task because of the field work in- 
etvad, These data are constantly checked, Variations in freeze rents for many 
vets of property, especially those under profvssional management, are found 
2 to be great. In single-family d@vellings and small individually operated 
+. eiazg houses there is a much wider range of rentals, With registrations on 
*:t) covoring all types and kinds of pvro;:erty, direct-comparison procedure is 
.-d for humdreds of units. It became evident on inspection that there re- 
:‘surred the samc kind of a dwelling for the same rental often enough to be able 
t: gall that unit "typical" in that particular rent-price class, fihen similar 
#.%3 wore scen in various other districts, their rent was also found to bear a 
stintte relationship above or below that of the "typical" unit in the first 
fitteicts analyzed. With the aid of surveys made by other governmental agencies 
i businesses interested in the values and rentals of dwelling units, and the 
‘sting of districts, a factual and workable plan of comparison was developed and 
‘3 Doing used, Hotels and apartments working through associations-of ovmers and 
werators had in force on the maximum-rent dete a rather clearly defined rent 
i:hvdule balanced as to classes of wnits, In many determinations of adjustment 
“7olving changes in service, considerable guidance is taken from usage and 
‘won practice in effoct on and prior to the date of the rent freeze. 


Inspection of Property and Examination of Petitions. Inspections are made 
“4 che field by the inspecting staff under the direction of a chief inspector or 
“a oxXaminer, The inspectors may work singly, or in pairs on the more complex 
3°28 Reports of all inspections are made in writing, taking the form of a 
“ysteal report and a comparability pattern. Each part reflects the found con-. 
«*tons in the other. With limited travel facilities as much of the work as 
‘sctitle in any given district is done on the same day by careful routing, All 
“““ tion reports and estimates are checked by the head of the inspection de- 
worcat before their return to the rent examining staff, 











All assignments to examiners are placed in the form of a docket of cases, 
“2ther for adjustments of rentals requested by landlord, tenant, or director's 








OREGON BUSINESS REVIEW 





i ——_ 


ety oe eee OME IE SH ont eds ate ; 


@.* dat ated ce 
ee we 





= | 
Fe cs 


a -_a ae | 
ae" Sic 





* 
“we 
a 


RE ORI BN FD 4 PR AEE Ne LE OR 


; 
me 


tf perttative cases of reduction. As would be expected, after registration in the 

i Kk G.etJand-Vancouver Area, a large number of petitions tere initiated by ovmers and 
- ey alords in an attempt at once to rectify and adjust inequities which might be 
t, (tigred under the regulations, In this area some 4,000 of such petitions accumu- 
f pied in @ very short period which immediately represented a heavy backlog. 


It is the duty of the examining staff to check all petitions and divide them 
+4 ¢lasses dictated by the kind of work necessary for completion. Those that 
. is face do not state grounds allowable for relicf are dismissed by the rent 


* vsestoe and the petitioner notified, Cases where no answer can possibly be 

: yaa yitil the property involved is inspected ars assigned to the ficld workers, 
yg spooifie information necded to complete the-petition is requested on tho 

; asd rogucst form which is the inspection record, From the evidence given, many 


-a*stions can be acted upon by interim or provisional order, 


The rent examiners are responsible to the supervising rent examiner for the 
mjtlation of information to be ‘used in connection with petitions. Time in the 
sid with inspectors on various cases is used in amassing not only information 
>: to comparability but also added facts for use on petitions, Costs of various 
ardices furnished in all types of rental units are studied and developed for 
att, All sources of information, including the charges generally prevailing on 
wt before the freeze date, are made available, 


Tho persommel of the area office is varied as to qualification and experience 
sreal-estate practice, These workers are, in the main, drawn from private 
~ineoses dealing with real estate, It can be understood, however, that a 
ficient. number of employees has not been available to handle the first accumue 
wtion of petition cases, Questionnaire forms are used where possible to obtain 
‘ssessary information, While subject to the general criticism of any kind of 
evermment form, these supplements to petitions are designed to obtain informa- 
‘ica which can bring speedy relief through the proper interim ordor, 


Rent Director Orders, The interim order, mentioned above, is used in those 
uses Where statements of the petitionor are relied on as the basis for allowing 
strovisional increase in rent. This order sets forth a now maximum rent imtil 
rch timo as a final order can be issued, and contains an agreement between the 
ssdlord and tenant for a refund of any rent paid above that detormined by the 
asal ordor, A special fluctuating intorim ordor is issued in cases whero cer- 
‘un sorvicos may be added or withdravwm or where additional persons above normal 
“supancy may be in resident in a particular wit, 


Orders and Objections. When a unit has been inspected and an adjusted rent 
““rined on account of a difference created in the property, the director is 
“ydred by procedure to send a notice to the tenant. If after ten days no reply 
‘as boon received from the tenant as to the facts in the case, the landlord is 
“3 @ copy of recommendation of order as reported by the examiner. If facts 
‘ined by the landlord are controverted, he is so informed and given an oppor- 
‘sity to produce evidence on the subject, Time for objection to the action 
‘tsposod ds given within which the ovmer or landlord may object in writing on _ 
crads of fact or determination, Either a favorable reply from the landlord or 
*8¢ a6 all will cause the issuance of a final order establishing a now maximum 
‘sl rent, Simultanoously, a copy is also mailed to tho tenant. With the ? 
*2r a now registration reflecting the change is sent for signature, Orders on 
“ Grector's initiative and dotermination of necessary fact are handled much 
“ ana as tho final order described above. 
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fo many this process would appear wnnecessarily slow, It is, however, a 
Mrenent under our "due process" theory of law which guarantees the right to 
4) heard to each person involved in a controversy regarding the rights or 
sorty of a citizen of tho United States, Each step in procedure wmder the 
v+ralations of rent control may be protested in the time set aside for such 


“a 


.270f06 


fonlication for Reviow, In oll cases where an order of the rent director 
eta & change in rent, the owmer or landlord has the right to epply for a 
rerio’ of the action taken, All such cases are filed with the arena or district 
vee ¢irector, It is incumbent on him to prepare all necessary trarscripts of 
1afornation obtained in the handling and processing of that case. Jt is promptly 
4% to tho Regional Office, which in this territory is at San Francisco, where 
»\5 poview is made and the ormer or landlord advised of the findings of that 


fice. 
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In conclusion, it should be pointed out again that the Emergency Price Con- 

65) Act and the Foderal Ront Regulations are wartime measures, It is not to 
+: expected that they will to porfect in theory or in applicatior, Already 

‘aves ond additions have bcon mado in tho rezulations as practico in tho field 
.:3 shown the necessity for thom, although thore has been to date of writing no 
s-xyturo from the original freeze-date principles, There are bound to be 
situations there individuc.l hardships arise, There may bo cases of inequities 
tevrcen various individia's, But it must be recognized that, if war azencies 
astenpted to equalize inequities to the nth degree, our war effort would be 


«siously handicapped. 


Much of the criticism leveled against rent contrel has been éus to the fact 
sat it is new to owrers enc operators of rental housing, This condition requires 
e*mstent and consistent educational effort on the part of the rent-control 
sfiloes, | , | 

Pont control is teking its place with other price- and preduct~-control 
atsuros in the prevention of drastic dollar inflation, The full value of the 
Rurgency Price Control Act may not be currently appreciated, It is possible 
‘tat the morit of tho program will bo more obvious whon the final results aro 
rarvoyod in retrospect, , | : elas webs, 
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A Statement on the Renewal of the Trade Agreements Act 





The following stater:ent is being signed by economists throughout 
the United States. It was drawn up by the following members of 
the American Economic Association: got. 


Percy W. Bidwell Frank D. Graham T. W. Schultz 
Raymond Leslie Buell Alvin H, Hansen Henry C, Simons 

R. D. Calkins Alvin Johnson O. M. W. Sprague 
J. S. Davis W. I. King Ordway Tead 
Howard S. Ellis Frank H. Knight Willard Thorp 

I. Fisher Wesley C, Mitchell Jacob Viner 

E. S. Furniss _E. G. Nourse C. R. Whittlesey 
Harry D. Gideonse E. H. Patterson Theodore O, Yntema 
Henry E, Grady Ralph A,. Yowg 
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We believe that the Trade Agreements Act, which authorizes the Hull program 
of tariff reduction through tariff bargaining, should be renewed, The Act, 
originally enacted in June 1954, was extended in 1937 and in 1940, and on each 
oocasion for a period of three years, A bill is now pending in Congress to con- 
tinue the authority to negotiate reciprocal trade agreements for a fourth three- 
year period, but the fsto of the bill is uncertain, 
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The repudiation of the trade agreements program at this juncture would be 
a national tragedy, After the war there will be a crying demand for America's 
miss production goods and farm products from every country in the world, If we 
maintain a liberal policy regarding imports, this demand can create thousands 
of postwar jobs in this cowmtry, utilizing industrial and agricultural capacity 
thich otherwise would be idle, But to export we must be willing to import, 
fonce, the renewal of the trade agreements program is essential for the maintenance 
of employment and business activity at a high level after the war. Moreover, 
in the Atlantic Charter the United States is pledged to the long-run principle 
that all nations, great and small, should have access on equal terms to the trade 
and raw materials of the world. Access to raw materials means in reality access 
to markets for manufactured goods, For an industrial cowmtry with inadequate 
donostic supplies of metals or textiles fibers can acquire them only by acquiring 
foreign exchange through the sale of its own goods and services in the markets 
of the world. Every country therefore, if it wishes to promote the expansion of 
world trade, which is a fundamental condition for the establishment of a durable 
peace, must show greater willingness to accept the goods of other countries. In 
other words, tho lowering of tariffs under the leadership of the great trading 
nations is an essential means of realizing the program of economic and political 
cooperation endorsed by the United Nations, 
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The docision which Congress will make within a few months is fraught with as 
frost possibilities for good or evil as that which it made in 1930 when it enactod 
the Hawley-Smoot Tariff, Several months before that Act became law, more than a 
‘housand economists and teachers of economics protested against its skyscraping 
rates, They pointed out the burdens which the new tariff would impose on millions 
of farmers, miners, workers employed in building construction, on railroads, in 
public utilities and on the great mass of white-collar workers, bank clerks, 
ccwspaper -men, employees in wholesale and retail trade. The economists showed 
hew absurd it was for the United States » now that it had become a great creditor 
comtry, to raise barricrs against the import of the foreign goods which constituted 
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s-cayment of its loans, They predicted that the Hawlcy-Smoot Tariff would injeot 
.-r Bitterness into internotional relations, and that it would "plainly invito 
wtp nations to compete with us in raising further barriers to trade." They 
egeluded with the statement that "a tariff war does not furnish good soil for 

2 growth of world peace," 


| 


(neo again the Amorican people, through their Government, are sotting the . 
..re0 of international trade policy. If Congress, at this critical time, by 
rtling to ronew the Trade Agroements Act, repudiates the liberal trade policy 
teh Secrotary Hull has so porsistcntly pursued for the past nine years, our 
tities in the United Nations and all noutral countries will place only one in- 

- eprotation on that act. Rightly or wrongly, the nations of the world will take 
x9 yoto of Congress as evidence that the United States, in the midst of the 
*¢, has chosen for postwar years the course of isolation. 


j“s7 ‘Will then have no choice but to drop plans for economic cooperation, 
‘tncing ahead into shortsighted programs of trade discrimination, exclusive 
t--apial and bloc trading grouvs, and beggar-my-neighbor policies of all kinds. 
‘¢ tho United States wants a better economic world and a more durable peace 
iter the present war, this is not the way to begin. 
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in urging the renewal of the Act of 1934, we do not mean to imply that tariff 
sirgiining is, by itself, an odequate program of United States economic policy 
fie theo postwar period. Mahy of us believe that much more is required, and that 
s‘4itidonal techniques of quite a different character need to be tried. Some of 
33 would like to see American policy turn tovard laissez-faire; some towards a 
cater measure Of planning. But all of us stand on this common ground: We are 
evinced (1) that a world-wide reversion toward nationalistic protectionism 
iter the war will hinder the development of all types of reasonable reconstruction 
weprams, (2) that the pattern of cooperative action which tho American trade 
irtoorent prosram provides is the minimum basis of United States postwar policy, 
4:3 (3) that the repudiation of this program by Congress would inevitably start 
u. avalanche of trade restrictions in foreign countries, The economic preparation 
{xe Vorld War III would have begun, 


. 
ro. an oh 


ory 


j 
j 


Yo do not believe that our Representatives and Senators wish to incur 
tshonsibility for such a disastor either ty outright rejection of the policy or 
‘y masculating amondments. ‘le believe that economic barriers tend to produce 
iti will between nations and to lower standards of living both at home and abroad, 
‘@ aro proud of the fact that in 1934 in the midst of a world-wide trend toward 
; sasbonal isolationism, the United States adopted a trade agreement program look- 
if toward mutual reduction of international economic barriors. We believe that 
.4 muld be a major tragedy if the United Statos should repudiate this program 

*" & Sime when all tho United Nations are looking to us for leadership. We there- 
‘ itge most strongly that the Trade Agreements Act be renewed. 
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OREGON BUSINESS - MARCH 


General Business, Thore was a substantial increase in the total of bank 
assits (checks charged to individual and firm accomts) for March as compared to 
pobruary. This was, in part, due to the fact that there were more business days 
jn March. The increase of larch 1943 over harch 1942 was even greater, Since 
tank debits are a highly regarded indication of yveneral business activity, we 
ray conclude that businoss was greater in March than in February and markedly 
imnroved over & yoar ago. However, tronds ovor the state are not at all uniform 
as is shomm by the followins figures which compare bank debits for March with 
those of the preceding month and the same month e year earlier, 

’ Compared with 
February 1943 March 1942 


 $21.6% $31,1% 


Portland: . ) uo yg k” BBRS $34.7 
Lower Willanaetto Valley 3 : 418,1 ' $17.9 
Upper Willamette Valley  $29,9 $54,0 
Worth Oregon Coast gee _ 49,5 $71.7 
Douglas - Coos Bay bebe . $22.6 
Southern Oregon : ' «15,7 
Upner Columbia River : $29.1 
Pendleton | 440.3 
Central Oregon 1 427.6 
Klamath Falls - Lakeview $33.3 
Baker - La Grande | 415.6 
Burns = Ontario $55.2 








Oregon 


Retail Sales. March sales of independent Orefon retailers are showm in the 
two tables below. A part of the rise over the previous month was due to the 
froatcr nwnber of businoss days in Larch, Furthermore, some of the increase over 
a year ago is accounted for by a riso in tho goneral price lovel. Comparisons 
by typos of retailors follow: 

Compared with 
Fobruary 1943 March 1942 














Oregon 


Dopartment Stores 

Food Stores 

Eating and Drinking Places 

Drug Stores 

Apparel Stores 

Hotor Vehicle Dealers 

Furniture - Houschold - Radio Group 
Lumber - Building - Hardware Group 





. $18,0 


411.2 
413.8 
$13.8 
4 4.9 
463.3 
$14.5 


. 426.6 


440,9 


462.0 
445.6 
458.9 
$44.3 
$32.1 
$26.4 
~ 9.1 
449.3 
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tercentage changes by marketing areas Wore: 


| Compared with 
el. February 1943 March 1942 
3 








Oregon 418,0 | $40.9 
Portland 413.5 448.1 
lower “illemette Valley 427.8 440,2 
Upper Willamette Valley 418,0 449.0 
Yorth Oregon Coast | $42.3 | 424.5 
Douglas - Coos Bay 422.7 432.8 
Southern Oregon 416.7 422.9 
Upser Columbia River and PendJeton $38.3 $36.8 
Central Oregon and Klamath Falls - Lakeview 426.2 412.8 
Baker - La Grande and Burns - Ontario 425.8 424.4 


Building Permits. Forty-five Oregon cities issued building permits totaling 

4397,404, a decrease of 29,2 per cent as compared to February and 40.4 per cent 
less than in Ifarch 1942. $645,630 of the total was composed of permits for new 
residential construction, About five-sixths of these new residences are in 
portland, Tillamook being the only other comaunity to report new residential 
eamits in excess of $50,000, It is interesting to note that additions, altera- 
tlons, and repairs (totaling $155,714 in March) were 65 per cent greater than in 
february, but 57.7 per cent less than in March, 1942, 
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Lumber Production. The ‘lest Coast Lumbermen's Association, reporting for 
Tertern Oregon and Western Washington, says, “the production of West Coast lumber 
smtinued to climb steadily during hiarch, and at the end of the month was moving 
toward last fall's level. The second important feature of the month for the 
sdustry was another wave of wer demand, in the form of a tremendous volume of 
tox and crating lumber, liunitions factories are running at full stride, with 
‘mprecedentee requirements for lumber to box all types of their production, 
Sormally West Coast mills do not produce box materials. The natural place of the 
Sourlas fir log in the lumbor picture is as a source of construction items. 
Rowuver, the War Production Board has asked the industry to treble usual produc- 
tion of boards, and it is apparent that providing box and crating material will 
tea big job for West Coast lumbor ~shilo the war lasts." 
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Tho National Lumber ijianufacturers Association reports lumber production in 
“gstorn Oregon and Washington was 16 per cent less in March 1943 than in the same 
tcnth a year earlier, whereas Western Pine production (eastern Oregon and Washing- 
ton) was only 9 per cent less. ) 
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